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Colombia is a country located in northwestern South America. It is bordered to the east by 
Venezuela and Brazil, to the west by Panama, to the south by Peru and Ecuador, and by sea with 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Jamaica, and Haiti. Colombia is characterized by its high 
geographic dispersion and being the second most biodiverse nation in the world, with 54,871 
registered species.1 

The country has a population of 51.6 million, located in 32 departments and 1,120 municipalities, 
with 9,928,4002 students currently going through the educational system. According to the 
education sector, the country has 95 Certified Territorial Entities (ETCs) responsible for 
leading and guaranteeing the right to education in coordination with national bodies. 

As a result of migration, Colombia is home to many diverse ethnic groups and cultures, making 
it a multiethnic and multicultural country. Currently, there are 710 Indigenous Reservations, 123 
Afro-collective Territories, 11 Kumpañy Rrom, and 68 native languages (65 indigenous, 2 Creole, 
and 1 Roma), which are integrated into the educational system through their own education 
plans drawn up off the back of mutual agreements. There are currently 585,075 Venezuelan 
children and adolescents 3 in Colombia's educational system, equivalent to 6% of the total 
enrollment. 

Despite its vast richness and diversity, the education sector faces significant hurdles to 
making its schools a protected and protective environment. Guaranteeing access, retention, 
quality, and child welfare is hindered by socioeconomic fragility, armed conflict, violence, 

adverse environmental conditions, and the Venezuelan migration crisis—one of the most complex in Latin America's recent history.4  

 

 

 

 

 
1 Colciencias "Colombia, the second most biodiverse country in the world". Recuperadora October 14, 2022. 
2 Official figures from the Ministry of National Education, Viewer 2018 -2022 (SIMAT), as of September 30, 2022. 8,061,291 in state, and 1,867,109 in non-state 
schools. 
3 State school enrollment: 556,522 and non-state: 28,553, as of September 30, 2022. 
4 Currently 2.5 million people. Figure taken from the Migration Colombia website as of February 2022. 
5 Currently, 1,155 Educational Establishments (EE) have 6,921 rural sites annexed to their institutional organization, that is, 9.8% of the total number of urban EE. 
6 The following figure corresponds to the total number of women in the SIMAT 5,044,354, from two to 25 years old. Source SIMAT as of September 30, 2022. 
7 The following figure corresponds to the total number of men in the SIMAT 4,884,046, from two to 25 years old. Source SIMAT as of September 30, 2022. 
*Information corresponding to student enrollment from 2 to 18 years old. Source: SIMAT, September 30, 2022. 
8 Information corresponding to total enrollment in the education sector. Source: SIMAT as of September 30, 2022. 

CONTEXT July - September 2022 

18,017 6,342 11,6755 

8,061,291* 4,712,7567 4,879,9846 

960,9568 561,1999 

192,42610 

3.12% 4.04% 7.06% 9.03% 

Educational Institutions 

Official Enrollment 

Ethnic Minority Students 

Students with Special Educational Needs 

Education Dropout11 Grade repetition12 

Migrant Students 

Total Rural Urban 

Women Men 
Total 

Total Total 

Total 

Female Male Female Male 



 

SITUATION FACT SHEET - COLOMBIA 

 

 

 

 

Dropping out or falling behind harms child development and learning trajectory. According to an analysis of the Saber 11° exams, 
between 2018 and 2021, learning gaps widened between rural and urban areas and state and non-state sectors. According to iMMAP 
Colombia's 2021 report, the Covid pandemic worsened these already widening gaps. 

The overall score in 2021's Saber 11° exams had dropped by 2 points compared to 2020's exam results, falling from 250 to 248. While 
critical reading competence rose by 0.2 points, from 52.4 to 52.6, mathematics dropped by 1.2 points, from 51.2 to 50. The wholesale 
drop in academic performance is due to a combination of factors, including socioeconomic difficulties, multifaceted violence, the 
armed conflict, and a lack of motivation to stay in the educational system, evidenced by academic lag and dropout at early and 
intermediate stages. According to official figures for 2021 delivered by MEN (Ministry of National Education), most dropouts occur 
in the following grades: Transition (4.8%), Sixth (4.6%), First (4.0%), and Tenth (3.9%). 

 

 

 
9 Information related to educational levels. Exclusive figure of migrant children and adolescents from Venezuela between two and 18 years old, corresponding to 
the total enrollment of 585,075 students (Official and contracted enrollment: 556,522 and non-Official: 28,553. Source SIMAT as of September 30, 2022. 
10 Figure corresponds to the total enrollment of 9'928,450 students—source: SIMAT as of September 30, 2022. 
11 Information corresponding to enrollment 2021. Ministry of National Education Viewer. 
12 Ibid. Footnote 15. 
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Colombia ended the 2021 academic year with a net enrollment of 91.9%, two points below the enrollment reported for 2018 at 
92.97%. The lowest rates were in transition and primary, with a variation of 2.56% and 2.46%, respectively. Regarding gross 
enrollment, secondary education showed striking variation, increasing by 6.07% from 2020 to 2021. The situation underlies the 
challenges of student retention and ensuring an effective and fruitful journey through the education system. Below is a detailed 
situation analysis concerning vulnerable demographic groups and critical indicators of the education sector. 

 

       
       

     
     

     
     

        
 

 

 

 

The sector faces many struggles related to access, 
student retention, and ensuring successful trajectories in 
the educational system. Currently, preschool and upper-
secondary schools, with 1% and 4%, respectively, have the 
lowest coverage rates for migrants in terms of total 
enrollment. The bulk of the migrant population, 
comprising 57% of students, is in primary education. 
However, out of this group, 7,790 are part of the 
acceleration in the classroom strategy aimed at helping 
students who have fallen behind to catch up. 

 

With 192,426 students having special educational needs, 
the education sector and other entities face further 
challenges in guaranteeing the Right to Education. 
Cognitive is the most common student disability, with 
97,114 students corresponding to more than 50.4% of the 
population, followed by Psychosocial and Multiple 
Disabilities with 18% (34,400) and 9% (17,953), 
respectively. The number of students reported with 
educational needs increased by 2,420 compared to 
August. 

 

 
                   

                  
      

             

SITUATION 
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Students with special educational needs 

13 Nukak (Guaviare), Jiw (Guaviare), Mapayerri (Vichada), Sikuani (Vichada), Hitnú and Makaguane (Arauca), Kogui (Magdalena), Awá (Putumayo and Nariño), Yukpa 
(Cesar), Siona (Putumayo), Wiwa (Cesar), Murui (Putumayo), Ette Naka (Magdalena) and Tikuna (Amazonas). Report 2022, Technical Note MEN: Inclusion and Equity: 
Towards an Inclusive Education Policy for Colombia.
14 Bolívar, Cartagena, La Guajira, Cauca, Tumaco, San Andrés, Chocó, Quibdó, Sucre and Nariño.

         
       

      
       

       
      

         
  

         
       

      
       

        
      

        
  

0.9% of students belong to an ethnic minority community, 
with the highest numbers corresponding to indigenous, 
Afro-descendant, black, and raizal communities. Between 
2020 and 2022, Community Education Projects were 
strengthened of 14 indigenous peoples13 and black, Afro- 
Colombian, Raizal, and Palenquero communities located in 
10 Certified Territorial Entities14 beset by the armed 
conflict and displacement.
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Dropout and grade repetition in the educational system 

According to MEN statistics, the number of students who fell three academic 
years behind rose from 1,909 in 2018 to 24,618 in 2021, causing gaps in continuity 
and progression through the educational system. A comparative analysis of 
strategic sectoral indicators, such as dropout, falling behind, and grade 
repetition, shows an increase of 2.62%, 3.81%, and 1.14%, respectively, in 2021 
compared to 2018. It is essential to highlight that between 2020 and 2021, the 
dropout rate went from 2.55% to 3.62%, growing by 1.07%, the falling behind rate 
from 6.03% to 8.20%, rising 2.17%, and the grade repetition rate from 4.43% to 
4.22%, decreasing 0.21%.15 

Between 2020 and 2021, the percentage of students who dropped out because of armed conflict rose 1.61 points, representing a pressing 
challenge for the entities and organizations responsible for guaranteeing these vital stages in human development. Armed conflict not only 
endangers children and adolescents but undercuts many of their fundamental rights, including their Right to Education. 

KEY MESSAGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 Source SIMAT, August 30, 2022. 
16 Percentage of population identified as victims of conflict that dropped out between 2015 -.2021. Information from total enrollment includes adults. Source 
SIMAT, September 30, 2022. 
17 Technical Study. Between 3% and 5% of students in Colombia dropped out of education between June 2020 and 2021. It is estimated that between 100,000 and 
240,000 students dropped out during 2020, 42% of the municipalities had significantly higher dropout rates than in previous years, and 284 municipalities had 
educational coverage rates below 89% in 2021. 
 
For more information, please contact: National IME: Zulibeth Mora (zmora@immap.org), PM: Emerson Devia (edevia@immap.org), UNV Education Unicef: Daniela 

Rodriguez (drodriguez@unicef.org) 

3.6% SCHOOL DROPOUT RATE 

According to the official dropout figures for 2021 from MEN, the average dropout rate was 3.6%, and the highest percentage was presented 
in Transition (4.8%), Sixth (4.6%), First (4.0%), and Tenth (3.9%) grades. Also, according to SIMAT (Enrolment system), the dropout rate of 
conflict victims rose by 1.61 percentage points between 2020 (2.89%) and 2021 (4.50%).17 School dropout undermines other rights associated 
with the Right to Education, such as Health, Food Security, Protection, Culture, Recreation, and Participation. This situation has raised red 
flags among the sector and its partners on the need to deliver a timely and effective response. 

67 HUMANITARIAN ALERTS 

So far, in 2022, the Cluster has received 67 humanitarian alerts concerning education needs in areas affected by displacement and 
confinements. This situation reaffirms the need to promote coordinated actions among partners to make the school a protective 
environment for the rights of children and adolescents through strategies to minimize student dropout, falling behind, and grade repetition. 

44.7% OF CHILDREN SHOW SIGNS OF MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEMS 

The sector faces significant challenges related to the well-being and effective enjoyment of the Right to Education, necessitating action to 
make the school a protected and protective environment, safeguarding the mental health of children and adolescents. According to a study 
by the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, "Thematic Report: Impact of COVID-19 on childhood and adolescence in Colombia, March 
2020 - June 2021", 44.7% of children exhibited signs of mental health issues and 2.3% Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder. Among 
adolescents, 6.6% suffer mental health problems, the most common issues being depression, anxiety, and social phobia, sometimes 
associated with suicidal thoughts. Females are more affected than males by 1.7% percentage points.   

11.6% DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF EARLY CHILDHOOD CHILDREN 

Between 2020 and 2021, the number of children in the Early Childhood age group who transitioned from the care offered by the Colombian 
Institute of Family Welfare (ICBF) and the Department of Social Prosperity (DPS) to formal education decreased. It is vital to promote action 
that places children and adolescents' development, well-being, and learning front and center to guarantee their rights. The Right to 
Education is of foremost importance, as it improves the quality of life at a personal and community level. 

 

Dropout rate of the student population due to armed 
conflict between 2018 and 2021.¹⁶ 


