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Overview

The National Indigenous Organization of Colombia
(ONIC) emerged thanks to the struggle for the
vindication and defense of the human and territorial
rights of the Indigenous Peoples of Colombia. As an
authority of government, justice, legislation, and
representation of the original peoples, the ONIC has
the autonomy to organize and decide based on the
Laws of Origin, their own law, and the greater law.

Within this framework, the work of the Indigenous
Peoples Rights, Human Rights and Peace Council,
as part of ONIC's organizational structure, has been
oriented towards the demand for the vindication of
Indigenous Peoples' rights, as well as the
participation and implementation of the Ethnic
Chapter of the Peace Agreement between the
FARC-EP and the National Government. This has
strengthened the policy and organization of the
ONIC affiliates

Introduction

These are not easy times! The consequences of
the health and social crisis, prolonged by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the measures adopted for
its control and mitigation, have had a devastating
impact in terms of poverty and inequality in
Colombia. At the end of 2020, close to 489,000
people were living in multidimensional poverty,
particularly in rural areas1.

Violence in indigenous territories is escalating. In
2021, 19,930 victims of Human Rights (HR) and
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations
were recorded belonging to Indigenous Peoples in
Colombia, with the second half being the most
violent2. As stated by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights:
2021 was "a very violent year, with hundreds of
deaths and murders among human rights
defenders, ex-combatants and civilians participating

2 National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) (2021). Report into
human and territorial rights violations among the Indigenous Peoples of
Colombia..
https://www.onic.org.co/comunicados-onic/4403-informe-de-afectacione
s-a-los-derechos-humanos-y-territoriales-en-los-pueblos-indigenas-de-c
olombia

1 National Department of Statistics (2021). Multidimensional Poverty -
Results 2021.
https://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/pobreza-y-con
diciones-de-vida/pobreza-multidimensional

in protests"3, more than 72,000 people were
displaced due to the armed conflict4.
The significant presence of non-state armed groups
and criminal organizations, as well as constant
clashes between them and law enforcement
agencies in ancestral territories has increased
homicides, threats, harassment, large-scale
displacement and confinement or restrictions on the
mobility of the national and multinational indigenous
population5. This particular humanitarian crisis
mainly affects Indigenous Peoples and
Communities who, undoubtedly, are more deeply
and directly impacted by the armed conflict in their
territories.

Furthermore, the dynamics of the electoral process,
which took place on March 13, 2022, led to
increased threats, violence and homicides against
indigenous leaders in their territories, revealing the

5 During 2021, displacement was the second greatest impact on
indigenous communities. In particular, the displacement of 6,164
indigenous people was reported. These displacements were recorded in
the departments of Antioquia, Bogotá, Chocó, Córdoba, Nariño,
Putumayo and Sucre; in the municipalities of Alto Baudó, Bajo Baudó,
Bogotá D.C, Cáceres, Carmen de Atrato, Coveñas, Dabeiba, Istmina,
Ituango, Medio San Juan, Murindó, Nuquí, Puerto Leguízamo, Ricaurte
and Tierralta (Human Rights Observatory, ONIC, 2021).

4 United Nations (2022). Ibid.

3 United Nations (2022). Noticias ONIC – Global Outlook, Human
Histories. https://news.un.org/es/story/2022/03/1504972
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limited presence of the state. Although the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (2021)6 warned of the urgency of
strengthening the presence of the State throughout.
Within the above context, the Human Rights
Observatory of the Indigenous Peoples Rights,
Human Rights and Peace Council of the ONIC,
delivered a first balance of human rights violations
and breaches of IHL against Indigenous Peoples
and Communities that occurred during the first
quarter of 2022, through which the humanitarian
crisis and the constant threats to life, autonomy and
territory that affect the Good Living of Indigenous
Peoples in Colombia are reported.

6 United Nations (2022). Situation of human rights in Colombia. Report of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
https://www.hchr.org.co/index.php/informes-y-documentos/informes-anu
ales/10260-informe-de-la-alta-comisionada-de-las-naciones-unidas-para
-los-derechos-humanos-sobre-la-situacion-de-derechos-humanos-en-col
ombia-durante-el-ano-2021
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National context

173
Victimizations reported

11,833
Indigenous people affected by
actions violating HR and IHL

28
Indigenous Groups

Affected

Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC, January – March, 2022.

During the first quarter of 2022, the Human Rights
Observatory recorded a total of 173 victimizations,
affecting 11,833 indigenous people, due to
actions in violation of Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law. Victims belong to
28 Indigenous Groups, located in different
ancestral territories of the country.

The statistics reported for this period demonstrate
the continuity and reconfiguration of the armed
conflict in Colombia, once again highlighting the
absence of the state in ancestral ethnic territories,
especially in those places where there is a high
degree of vulnerability, such as in the Pacific,
Northwestern and South-Central regions, including
the border areas with Venezuela. This situation
affects territorial autonomy and the fundamental and
collective human rights of those peoples. Likewise,
there is evidence of a concentration of acts of
violence against leaders, as well as indigenous
human rights defenders and defenders of the
environment of the territories.

Threats, homicides and massacres have occurred
mainly in the departments of the Pacific region. In
Cauca, Chocó, Nariño and Valle del Cauca there
have been violations that disproportionately affect
indigenous peoples and communities,

Afro-descendants, raizales and country folk. These
departments, together with Antioquia and Norte de
Santander, are characterized, among other aspects,
by the presence of non-state armed groups, who
are in continuous dispute over territorial control and
the operation of illicit economic activities associated
with drug trafficking and the exploration and
exploitation of non-renewable natural resources.
The latter explains the substantial increase in the
number of people displaced and confined to their
territories.

So far in 2022, Indigenous Peoples have been
victims of confinement, forced displacement,
imposition of restrictions and schedules for mobility
within their own territories, assassinations of
indigenous leaders, as well as frequent threats for
defending their territories and participating in the
implementation of the Final Peace Agreement
(2016). Therefore, the territorial autonomy,
self-determination and free and informed prior
consultation of Indigenous Peoples in Colombia
continue to be ignored. Likewise, the persistence of
violence in Colombia and the inadequate measures
and actions taken by the state to tackle the
structural causes, directly and profoundly affecting
Indigenous Peoples and Communities, are of
concern.
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Types of Attacks (*) January February March Total
Victims

Total
Incidents

Confinement 4,513 2,312 6,825 11

Harassment 600 200 1,170 1,970 8

Individual Forced Displacement 1,172 2 1,174 7

Mass Forced Displacement 245 166 281 692 5

State absence 153 333 180 666 5

Threats 1 23 229 253 60

Territorial damage 37 3 101 141 11

Homicides 12 17 13 42 41

Abuse of authority 7 22 29 3

Attacks 1 8 9 3

Forced recruitment 9 9 5

Extortion 8 8 2

Kidnapping 3 2 5 4

Breaches of IHL 4 4 2

Missing persons 1 1 2 2

Bodily injuries 1 1 2 2

Attacks against infrastructure 1 1 1

Injury by AMPs – UXOs 1 1 1

Total 6,740 3,077 2,016 11,833 173
*These figures may vary depending on the dynamics of armed violence and verification of the facts.
Table 1. Number of victims and reports per victimization (First quarter 2022).
Source: Human Rights Observatory (ONIC)

● According to the data reported to the
Human Rights Observatory (See Table 1),
during the first quarter of 2022, there were
eighteen (18) types of human rights
breaches of Indigenous Peoples in
Colombia. These breaches mainly stemmed
from the dynamics of the internal armed
conflict, such as confinement, displacement,
harassment, threats, and homicides;
highlighted by the 173 reports received
during this period.

● January saw the highest number of
victimizations, with a total of 6,740 victims,
followed by February with 3,077 victims
and March with 2,016 victims, all belonging
to Indigenous Peoples. The Indigenous
Peoples with the highest number of victims
were Amorúa, Awá, Barí, Emberá, Jivi,
Makaguán, Nasa, Nukak, Sikuani, Wayuú,
Wounaan, Yeral, and Yukpa.
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Illustration 1. Number of indigenous victims by department (IT - 2022)
Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC

● The reported acts were committed mainly in
the departments of Arauca (Arauca,
Arauquita, Fortul, Saravena and Tame),
Cauca (Buenos Aires, Caldono, Caloto, El
Tambo and Toribio), Chocó (Bahía Solano,
Bajo Baudó, Bojayá, Medio Atrato, Medio
San Juan, Quibdó and Litoral del San
Juan), Guainía (Inírida), Guaviare (San
José del Guaviare), La Guajira (Dibulla,
Distracción, Maicao, Riohacha and Uribia),
Nariño (Barbacoas, Córdoba, Cumbal, El
Charco, Guachucal, Mallama, Ricaurte and
Tumaco), Norte de Santander (El Tarra and
Tibú), Putumayo (Puerto Asís, Puerto
Caicedo and Puerto Leguízamo), Valle del
Cauca (Alcalá, Buenaventura, Calima,
Dagua, El Dovio and Florida) and Vichada
(Puerto Carreño). Accordingly, most
victimizations were recorded in the

North-west (60%) and Orinoquía (24%) -
(See Illustration 1 / Annex 1.)

● According to the reports, confinements had the
greatest impact during the period analyzed, with
a total of 6,825 people being confined to their
territories, equivalent to 58% of the total number
of victims. These events, concentrated in
January, mainly took place in the departments of
Arauca (Arauquita, Fortul, and Tame), Chocó
(Bajo Baudó, Bojayá, and Litoral del San Juan),
Guainía (Inírida), and Valle del Cauca (El Dovio).
Indigenous peoples affected include Emberá,
Makaguán, Wounaan, and Yeral.

● The act of confinement carries a heavy toll,
preventing hunting, fishing and/or gathering,
which are fundamental activities for Indigenous
Peoples following their uses and customs.
Confinement, therefore, can directly affect the
cultural development of the peoples by hindering
the free exercise and development of their
ancestral activities throughout their territory.

● 17% of the total number of victims (1,970
people) were subject to harassment, registering
a growth of 95% between January and March
2022. These events occurred in the departments
of Cauca (Caloto and Toribio), Nariño (Ricaurte),
Norte de Santander (El Tarra and Tibú) and Valle
del Cauca (Florida). The Indigenous Peoples
affected were Awá, Barí, Nasa and Yukpa.

● Forced displacement is the third kind of
victimization, accounting for 16% of all victims,
with a total of 1,866 people affected. Out this
total, 692 correspond to cases of mass forced
displacement and 1,174 to individual forced
displacement. These events occurred in
Amazonas (Puerto Arica), Arauca (Arauca),
Cauca (Buenos Aires), Chocó (Medio Atrato), La
Guajira (Uribia), Nariño (Barbacoas), Putumayo
(Puerto Asís and Puerto Caicedo), Valle del
Cauca (Buenaventura and Calima) and Vichada
(Puerto Carreño). The Indigenous Peoples
affected were Amorúa, Awá, Emberá, Nasa,
Sikuani, Uitoto, Wounaan and Wayuú.
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Macroregional
Context
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Macroregional Context

The Human Rights Observatory evidenced human
rights violations in the five macroregions. The
Western region of the country suffered the greatest
impact on the rights of Indigenous Peoples, with a
total of 7,165 victims, followed by Orinoquía with
2,873 victims, Centro-Oriente with 944 victims, the
Amazon with 553 victims and the North with 328
(See Illustration 2). Given the scale of the
situations reported in each of these regions, they
must be assessed individually.

Illustration 2. Number of indigenous victims by macroregion (IT-
2022).  Source: Human Rights Observatory, ONIC

1. Western region

The Pacific coast is one of the areas of the country
where the armed conflict has intensified the most
since the signing of the Peace Agreement with the
FARC-EP (2016), due to the reconfiguration of
armed groups and its location as a strategic corridor
for drug trafficking, in addition to its jungle
geography and the proliferation of illegal mining.
This region is inhabited by 752,584 indigenous
people (DANE, 2018)7 , belonging to 111 Indigenous
Groups. The highest population density is
concentrated in the Nasa (31%), Los Pastos (26%)
and Emberá (21%)8 Peoples - See Illustration 3.

8 National Department of Statistics -DANE- (2018). Ibid.

7 National Department of Statistics -DANE- (2018). Indigenous Population
of Colombia. Results of the National Population and Household Census.
https://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/demografia-y-
poblacion/grupos-etnicos/informacion-tecnica

Illustration 3. Indigenous population – Western region (2018)
Source: DANE, Census, 2018, adapted by iMMAP

The difficulties in Colombia's Pacific territories stem
from the violence caused by the activities of illegal
armed groups, particularly the National Liberation
Army (ELN) and the Gaitanista Self-Defense Forces
of Colombia (AGC or Clan del Golfo), along with the
expansion and incursion of FARC-EP dissidents.
The actions of these groups, including the definition
and control of the borders of their area of operation,
have been revitalized by the apparent presence of
Mexican cartels, which are allegedly providing them
with financial support (Defensoría del Pueblo,
2020)9.

Moreover, it is necessary to mention that the armed
strike decreed by the National Liberation Army -ELN
(February, 2022) deepened the humanitarian crisis.
This part of the national territory was most
affected10, increasing human rights violations (i.e.
threats, homicides, forced displacements and
confinements) by organized armed and criminal
groups, disputing over the territory from the

10 Ombudsman's Office (2020). Early Warning No 33.
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/033-20.pdf

9 “[…] the so-called armed strike aggravated the humanitarian crisis in
several communities in Arauca, Chocó, Cauca, Nariño, Putumayo and
Valle del Cauca [...]" (Ombudsman's Office, Communiqué 294, March 9,
2022).
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department of Chocó to Nariño, along the entire
border of the Pacific region.

The Human Rights Observatory established that
60% of the victims (7,165 indigenous) identified
during the first quarter were located in the Western
region. At a disaggregated level, 4,846 victims were
reported for confinement, 1,200 for harassment, 614
for forced displacement, 333 for state absence and
142 for other kinds of events. These affectations
occurred in Antioquia, Cauca, Chocó, Huila, Nariño
and Valle del Cauca, impacting the political,
economic and territorial autonomy of Indigenous
Peoples, aggravating existing problems in the areas
of food sovereignty, health, protection, water,
hygiene, education, among other aspects (See
Illustration 4).

Illustration 4. Number of indigenous victims - Western region (IT-
2022).

Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC,

Forced displacement

January

January 10: at least 192 people from the Emberá
indigenous communities of Bacao and Remolino,
located in the municipalities of Alto Baudó Alto and
Medio Baudó, were displaced to the
Afro-descendant community of El Playón, following
illegal armed clashes inside the community of
Bacao. As a result of the exchange of gunfire, some
homes and belongings of the Bacao families were
affected.

Also, an illegal armed group used threats to force
the suspension of educational activities for children
and adolescents. It is known that the communities
located along the Bebaramá river (Chocó) live under
constant threats and intimidation.

As background, it should be noted that these
indigenous communities were displaced to
Buenaventura from Litoral de San Juan (Chocó) in
2018, due to the presence of non-state armed
groups and constant threats.

February

February 01: there was a massive displacement of
83 people of the Wounaan Indigenous Group, from
the community of Valledupar to the urban center of
Buenaventura, due to clashes and the presence of
the AGC.

March

March 10: An emergency occurred in the Awá
Pipalta Palbí Yaguapí reservation, located in the Los
Telembies property (Barbacoas, Nariño), as a result
of clashes between illegal armed groups. This
caused the displacement of 281 people, including
more than eighty minors, to the Buenavista village in
the same municipality.

Moreover, individual displacements were reported,
including that of the family of the 14-year-old
environmentalist Breiner David Cucuñame, from the
Las Delicias reservation (Santander de Quilichao,
Cauca). This was due to constant threats against
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their lives, apparently made by FARC-EP dissidents,
Jaime Martínez Structure.

Confinement

January

February

January 14: four Emberá communities of Puerto
Chichiliano and Unión Pitalito in Bajo Baudó
(Chocó), around 1,077 people, were confined due
to constant clashes between illegal armed groups.
The presence of these groups has increased,
among other factors, forced recruitment, arbitrary
access to homes, landmine accidents and
contamination11.

January 20: since then, the Emberá indigenous
community of Santa Lucía de Pogue has been
confined due to the entry of the AGC and direct
threats from illegal armed groups, prohibiting the
indigenous people from moving outside the
community.

January 30: the indigenous communities of Unión
Chocó, Usaraga, Punto Wino, Nambua, Chanó,
Playa Blanca, Puerto Nuevo and Mojaudó had to
confine themselves due to threats from the AGC
and the various movements of members of illegal
armed groups, in addition to the risk of armed
confrontations near their territory.

February

February 02: the indigenous communities of Unión
Cuity and Unión Cuity Central, Bojayá (Chocó)
registered individual displacements due to cases of
sexual harassment against women in the

11 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) (2020)- Humanitarian Situation Alert: Confinement of three
Emberá indigenous communities and mobility restrictions in three
Afro-descendant communities in Bajo Baudó (Chocó).
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/colombia/document
/alerta-de-situaci%C3%B3n-humanitaria-confinamiento-de-tres-comunid
ades-0

communities, the risk of forced recruitment by the
AGC and restrictions on the mobility of the
members of these two communities.

February 17: the community of the Bellavista
Indigenous Reserve, located in Bajo Baudó, Pizarro
(Chocó), entered a situation of confinement due to
the presence of ELN and AGC members within the
community, restricting daily activities, causing
anxiety and possible displacement.

February 20: more than 1,000 families of the
indigenous communities of the Emberá Chamí
people of Cañón de Garrapatas, municipality of Sipí
(Chocó) were confined. There was evidence of
limited food supply and a fear of loss of life,
abandonment of their territories and weakening of
their organizational processes.

February 22: 32 communities of the Wounaan
Indigenous People, belonging to 12 reservations
located in the department of Chocó, had to confine
themselves due to the increase in territorial control
actions by an armed group of illegal armed groups
in the municipality, in addition to the military
operations that the security forces have been
carrying out in the area.
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Homicides

The Human Rights Observatory recorded a total of 25
homicides of indigenous leaders and human rights
defenders, mainly in the departments of Antioquia,
Cauca, Chocó and Nariño. The Nasa Indigenous Group,
including their leaders, authorities and members of the
indigenous guard and human rights and environmental
defenders, were the most affected.

January

January 14: Bréiner David Cucuñame López, 14
years old, and Guillermo Chicame Ipia were
murdered, presumably by members of the same
group, while they were carrying out protection and
defense of the territory with the indigenous guard of
the Resguardo las Delicias, Buenos Aires, Cauca.

January 24: José Albeiro Camayo Güetio was
murdered in front of his 13-year-old son,
presumably by members of a non-state armed
group, which is trying to exercise control in the
indigenous reservation Las Delicias, municipality of
Buenos Aires, Cauca.

February

February 1: Julio César Bravo was murdered in the
village of Guitungal (Córdoba, Nariño), where he
lived. Julio was the president of the Community
Action Board of Vereda San Pablo, former
councilman and member of the Cabildo del
Resguardo Indígena de Males Corporation. During
that time, he promoted the defense of the ancestral
territory of his resguardo and was elected
councilman for the Movement of Indigenous
Authorities of Colombia (AICO) for the four-year
term 2020 - 2023. He is currently serving as
president of this group in the municipality of
Córdoba (Nariño).

February

February 4: Ovidio Alemeza Llanten, a member of
the Indigenous Guard of the Alto del Rey
Resguardo, Tambo municipality (Cauca), was
murdered by an illegal armed group.

February 9: Luis Chamapurro Quiro, who was an
indigenous authority, teacher, advisor and human
rights manager of the Wounaan Indigenous People,
was murdered. Prior to this event, on February 3,
he had been detained by members of an armed
group while sailing on the San Juan river. That
same day the authorities of Chocó requested
cooperation and his immediate release, but
received no response.

February 25: Dilson A. Borja Roldán, the
recognized leader of the Indigenous Guard of
Antioquia, especially in the sub-region of Urabá,
was assassinated. His commitment to defending
life, peace and Mother Earth cost him his life.

March

March 14: Thuthenas Miller Correa, an indigenous
member of the Nasa people, was murdered after his
name appeared on a threatening pamphlet signed
by the Aguilas Negras, Bloque Suroccidente de
Colombia.

March 25: Sarcelino Lana, who was the current
indigenous governor of the Tamandó Resguardo,
municipality of Medio Atrato - Beté, Chocó, was
murdered after being kidnapped by members of the
Clan del Golfo.
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Threats

The ONIC’s Indigenous Peoples Rights, Human
Rights and Peace Council has been denouncing
and expressing its concern about the increase in
violence and threats against indigenous leaders,
due to their participation in community work
activities and the defense of human, territorial and
environmental rights. These events have occurred
mainly in the departments of Cauca, Valle del
Cauca and Chocó.

The Human Rights Observatory systematized 68
threats against indigenous leaders, threats made
mainly through pamphlets. These threatening
pamphlets come from the Águilas Negras, Bloque
Suroccidente de Colombia, the Comando
Coordinador de Occidente de la Columna Móvil
Jaime Martínez/Columna Móvil Dagoberto Ramos
of the FARC- EP, the Bloque Occidental de las
Águilas Negras and the Comando Coordinador de
Occidente (Dissidents of Antiguas FARC).

Also, on March 24, for the third time this year,
indigenous authorities in Cauca and Valle del Cauca
received threats through pamphlets signed by the
Southwestern Bloc of the Black Eagles. In these
pamphlets, in addition, members of the Historical

Pact and associations such as the Association of
Indigenous Councils of Northern Cauca (ACIN), the
Association of Traders of Colombia (ASOCOMC),
the Association of Community Councils of Northern
Cauca (ACONC) and the Institute of Studies for
Development and Peace (INDEPAZ) were declared
military targets. Among the names were: Feliciano
Valencia, current indigenous senator; Francia
Márquez, vice-presidential aspirant and Aida
Quilcué, elected indigenous senator, among 50
other indigenous leaders.

Likewise, it should be recalled that Miller Correa,
advisor to the Association of Indigenous Councils of
Northern Cauca (ACIN), who had previously
received threatening pamphlets from the same
criminal group, was murdered, which is why there is
a very high risk that these threats will materialize
against the authorities in the territories. Therefore,
the Colombian State is being urged to take
measures for the prevention and protection of the
communities, as well as to strengthen the protection
strategies and organizational forms of all
Indigenous Peoples.

Other incidents

The Human Rights Observatory also identified other
victimizing events that directly affected the
Indigenous Peoples of the Colombian Pacific
region, specifically in the departments of Cauca,
Valle del Cauca, Chocó and Nariño. Among the
Indigenous Peoples affected are: Awá, Emberá
Chamí, Emberá Dobidá, Emberá Katió, Emberá
Eyábida, Kokonuco, Los Pastos, Nasa and
Wounaan. In particular, 5 acts of forced recruitment,
5 acts of harassment, 4 reports of kidnappings, 3
attacks against persons and/or property of the

Indigenous Communities, 2 extortions and 2
breaches of IHL were recorded. Together, these
events affected 1,236 indigenous people.
Likewise, a young indigenous man was reported
injured by the explosion of an anti-personnel mine;
an indigenous man is missing and, finally, there was
an abuse of authority by the National Army of
Colombia, in which the Indigenous Guard,
authorities and other members of the Awá People
were detained and discriminated against. These
events constitute a humanitarian and human rights
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crisis, endangering the life, security and integrity of
the Indigenous Peoples, who are already at risk.

Furthermore, the Observatory deeply regrets the
situation that the children of Chocó endure daily. In
2021, 30 indigenous minors belonging to the
communities located along the Baudó River (Upper,
Middle and Lower) committed suicide, as well as
another 40 minors who attempted suicide, giving a

total of 70 cases. These suicides occurred to avoid
forced recruitment. For this reason, the Colombian
State is required to be present in the area and to
take the necessary actions to guarantee the rights
of the Indigenous Peoples living in the department
of Chocó.

2. Northern region

Due to its territorial diversity, the Colombian
Caribbean has attracted different actors, some of
them armed, legal and illegal, who have carried out
violent actions to further political and economic
interests, affecting individual and collective human
rights, disrupting cultural dynamics, killing leaders,
physical and cultural uprooting and destruction of
sacred sites. This region is inhabited by 818,650
indigenous people12, among others, belonging to the
Arhuaco, Chimila, Cariachil, Kankuamo, Kogui,
Emberá Katío, Ette Ennaka, Mokaná, Taganga,
Wayuú, Wiwa, Yukpa and Zenú Indigenous
Peoples. The Indigenous Peoples with the highest
population density are Wayuú (46%) and Zenú
(36%)13 - See Illustration 5.

Illustration 5. Indigenous population – Northern region (2018)
Source: Adapted from - DANE, Census, 2018

There are currently five conflict hotspots in the
Caribbean14. The first is located in southern
Córdoba, where the Gaitanista Self-Defense Forces
of Colombia (AGC), the 18th Front of the FARC-EP

14 Institute for Development and Peace Studies (INDEPAZ) (2021). The hot
spots of the conflict in Colombia: Report on the presence of armed
groups.
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-G
RUPOS-2021.pdf

13 National Department of Statistics(2018). Ibid.

12 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

and the Caparrós are present. The second is in
southern Bolivar and southern Cordoba, where the
National Liberation Army (ELN) is active. The third
hotspot is in the south of Cesar, where the
Gaitanista Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AGC)
are active. The fourth conflict hotspot is located in
Montes de María, where the AGC, former FARC-EP
combatants who never joined the peace process,
are present, as are the Black Eagles and Los
Rastrojos. Finally, the fifth hotspot is located in the
Sierra Nevada, where there is evidence of action by
the Autodefensas Conquistadores de la Sierra
Nevada and the AGC. These groups are disputing
territorial control, linked above all to strategic drug
trafficking routes and corridors, production and
supply points, as well as exit zones for
commercialization.

Lastly, the Ombudsman's Office (2021)15 has
identified the following operations of armed actors:
human trafficking, combat, recruitment of minors
and adolescents, sexual violence, demarcation of
territory, dispossession, extortion, anti-personnel
mines, torture, imposition of timetables and
kidnappings. The watchdog also warned about the
use of the following kinds of tactics: forced
displacement, gender-based violence, threats,
restriction of mobility, imposition of rules of conduct,
assassinations, forced disappearance, smuggling of
migrants, among others.

15 Ombudsman's Office (2021). Early Warning No. 012-21.
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/012-21.pdf

13

http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/012-21.pdf


Other incidents

The ONIC's concern regarding the violations of
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law
of the Indigenous Peoples of this region of
Colombia, during the first quarter, is focused on
homicides, territorial violations, individual
displacements, threats and the imminent state
abandonment, mainly affecting children in La
Guajira.

Likewise, the ONIC is concerned about breaches by
large companies of the fundamental right to free
and informed prior consultation, the systematic
non-compliance with the agreements signed with
the Peoples and Communities of northern
Colombia, the constant abuses generated by wind
and renewable natural resource extraction
companies16 and the conflicts arising from the
presence of these companies, exacerbating
violence within the communities. "Interethnic
conflicts are being confused with family quarrels
and are dissolving under the large umbrella of
common crime" (Indepaz, 2021)17.

Such is the situation that, on March 15, 30
communities of the Wayuú People of the riverside
area, jurisdiction of Riohacha, reported that they
would close access to the ancestral territory,
preventing the arbitrary entry of extractive
companies that "are currently arbitrarily removing
natural gas from the territory and in contravention of
free, prior and informed consent as a fundamental
right of Indigenous Peoples in the world" (Diario del
Norte, 2022)18.

The Observatory, for its part, recorded 6 incidents
affecting the territory of the Kankuamo and Wiwa
Peoples, as unscrupulous persons set fire to six

18 Diario del Norte (2022). Wayuú communities in rural Riohacha paralyze
work of Turkish Petroleum International.
https://www.diariodelnorte.net/?p=107982

17 Indepaz (2021). Ibid.

16 These companies include eight multinational and multilatina parent
companies. (Indepaz, 2021). Source: Indepaz (2021). La Guajira,
between a new air or a disaster.
https://indepaz.org.co/la-guajira-entre-un-nuevo-aire-o-un-desastre-pan
orama-actual-de-la-violencia-en-la-guajira-con-la-llegada-de-las-empres
as-energeticas-al-territorio-wayuu/

sacred ceremonial houses, a situation that clearly
threatens the cultural identity of these Indigenous
Peoples. These incidents represent 41% of the
total number of incidents in this region. Likewise, it
was established that 55% corresponds to threats by
armed individuals, with 180 people affected, 3% to
homicides, equivalent to 10 victims and 1% to
displacements, with 2 victims (See Illustration 6).
The reported threats have instilled anxiety and fear
within the community, as was the case on March 15,
when 90 children from the Juratshi Community of
the Wayuú People were threatened by people
carrying long weapons and wearing camouflage.

Illustration 6. Number of indigenous victims Nortern region (IT-
2022)
Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC

The situations described above undermine harmony
within the territory, leading to other human rights
violations and forcing the indigenous people to seek
alternatives to protect their integrity and that of their
families, including displacement to other territories,
weakening their modus vivendi and cultural identity.
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3. The Amazon

Colombian’s Amazon region is inhabited by 168,572
indigenous people, 19,20 spread throughout the
naturally diverse territory (jungle plains, foothills and
highlands). Indigenous Peoples located in this
region include: Tikuna, Cubeo, Inga, Muruí,
Curripaco, Puinave, Yagua, Koreguaje, Cocama
and Piapoco21. There are also members of
Indigenous Peoples from Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador,
Guatemala, and Peru22.

The Amazon has been impacted by different
breaches and transformations, disrupting the natural
order of each ancestral territory, which is clearly
described in the traditional indigenous thought and
laws of origin. This has been compounded by the
following challenges afflicting indigenous territories:
nutritional conditions and food supply, the lack of
infrastructure in terms of public health services, as
well as the presence of new insurgencies, jostling
for the income from illegal activities.

Different illegal armed groups operate in this region,
as well as settlers, cattle ranchers and
businessmen. These make up some of the
perpetrators who have plagued the territory with
threats, confinements, homicides, and
displacements. In addition, through the security
forces, the state has committed thousands of crimes
against indigenous peoples and communities
(OPIAC, 2022)23. These facts, as a whole, affect the
mechanisms of social and political organization of
Indigenous Peoples.

23 National Organization of the Indigenous Peoples of the Colombian
Amazon (OPIAC) (April 22, 2022). Denouncement and request for
urgent action for the illegal capture and false incriminations of the
Indigenous Governor of the Cabildo La Esperanza Reinaldo Quebrada..
https://www.opiac.org.co/57-elements/tabs/100-morbi-nunc

22 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

21 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

20 National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) (2020). Special
Report 001. Amazonian trapezoid: indigenous peoples with a high
degree of multifactorial vulnerability. Peoples in border contexts, in
voluntary isolation and in initial contact.
https://www.onic.org.co/comunicados-osv/3829-reporte-especial-001-tra
pecio-amazonico-pueblos-indigenas-con-alto-grado-de-vulnerabilidad-m
ultifactorial

19 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

In response to the above, the Observatory has been
analyzing the situation in which indigenous peoples
and communities live in this region. During the first
quarter of 2022, 18 acts in violation of human rights
and international humanitarian law were reported,
including 5 homicides, 5 territorial violations, 3
individual forced displacements, a situation of
confinement and 3 mentions due to omission of the
State. In aggregate, these events affected 553
people (See Illustration 7).

Illustration 7. Number of indigenous victims - Amazon (IT- 2022).
Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC

Among the lack of action to uphold guarantees of
rights and freedoms of indigenous peoples by local
and national institutions, the case of the Nukak
Makú people, of nomadic tradition, located in the
department of Guaviare, stands out. This town is
enduring a health emergency due to the difficult
health conditions resulting from the current scabies
outbreak. In addition, this community faces social
stigma, as children and adolescents are exposed to
problems associated with drug addiction and
prostitution.

The Nukak Makú people are currently subjected to
"[...] massive displacement due to the violence to
which they have been subjected and the
devastation that overwhelms their territory in the
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Amazon rainforest of Guaviare" [...]24 as a result of
deforestation. Regarding the latter, the Institute of
Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies
-IDEAM- (2021) reported that Guaviare, along with
Caquetá, Meta, Putumayo and Antioquia, are the
departments that concentrate 70% of deforestation
in Colombia25. This situation must be addressed
immediately to mitigate the physical and cultural
extermination of the communities that inhabit the
Colombian Amazon.

Moreover, it is of utmost importance for the Human
Rights Council to denounce what happened last
March 28 in the military operation carried out in the
municipality of Puerto Leguízamo (Putumayo). In
this operation, carried out by the Sixth Brigade of
the National Army, 11 people who were participating
in a community bazaar organized by the local
community, were massacred. Among the dead were
two well-known leaders of the region, among them,
the indigenous governor of the Kitchwa Bajo
Remanso Cabildo, Pablo Panduro Coquinche, and
a 16-year-old indigenous youth belonging to the
Siona people. The indigenous movement rejected
and pointed out that the national Army is murdering
civilians in the form of "false positives"26. The
indigenous movement also rejected and pointed out
inconsistencies in the information provided by the
military official who led the operation, which does
not match the accounts given by the community and
the families of the victims. The ONIC condemns this
practice by the state, which has not ceased and
today continues to be used as a strategy of war and
politics "to sell fear and results, to remain in power".

It is important to note that the Siona people are at
high risk of physical and cultural extermination
(Constitutional Court Order 004 of 2009)27.
Therefore, the event on March 28 is not only a
"false positive" but also a very serious affectation of
a people at risk of extermination.

27 Auto 004 de 2009. Constitutional Court of Colombia.
https://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/autos/2009/a004-09.htm

26 National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) (2020). Ibid.

25 Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies. (IDEAM)
(2021). Deforestation monitoring results (2020 – IT 2021).
http://www.ideam.gov.co/documents/10182/113437783/Presentacion_De
forestacion2020_SMByC-IDEAM.pdf/8ea7473e-3393-4942-8b75-88967
ac12a19

24 Adarve, P. (2012). Los Nukak: co-existence in the West. Bulletin No 4,
Observatorio del Patrimonio Cultural y Arqueológico p. 56-61.
https://opca.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/04.pdf
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4. Orinoquía

The Orinoco, made up of the departments of
Arauca, Casanare, Meta and Vichada, is home to
78,572 people of indigenous origin (DANE, 2018)28,
mainly belonging to the Achagua, Saliva and
Sikuani peoples, which together account for 80% of
the total population (See Illustration 8).

Illustration 8. Indigenous population – Orinoquía region (2018)
Source: DANE, Census, 2018, adapted by iMMAP

This region faces a serious situation of human
rights violations, very similar to the situation in other
territories of the country, and is no stranger to the
Indigenous Peoples, who have had to face
increased threats, displacements, land
dispossession and, above all, confinements, which
make it impossible to practice daily subsistence
activities such as hunting, fishing, gathering and the
sale of handicrafts. Some members have resorted
to begging in the urban centers of some
municipalities. In response, the ONIC has
repeatedly expressed its concern about the serious
violations of human rights and international
humanitarian law, mainly by the various armed
groups present in this region, who move freely
through the territory exercising "control, imposing
transit restrictions, registration and extortion” 29.

These violations, which are public knowledge and
have been occurring for several years, have been
documented by different state agencies, such as the
Ombudsman's Office (Early Alert 017-202030,

30 Ombudsman's Office (2021). Early Warning 006.
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/006-21.pdf

29 Red Llano & Selva (2020, first quarter). Human rights crisis and state of
economic and social emergency in the Orinoco region.
https://www.cinep.org.co/Home2/component/k2/792-la-red-llano-selva-d
enuncia-crisis-de-derechos-humanos-en-la-orinoquia.html

28 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

005-202131 and 006-202132). This entity warns
about security risks in the departments of Arauca
(Arauca), Vichada (Puerto Carreño) and Meta
(Puerto Gaitán, Puerto López, Cabuyaro), due to
the increase in violent actions of illegal armed
groups, such as the National Liberation Army
-ELN-, dissident factions of the former FARC-EP
and successor structures of paramilitarism.

Illustration 9. Number of indigenous victims - Orinoquía region (IT-
2022).

Source: the Human Rights Observatory, ONIC

The Human Rights Observatory specifically
recorded 10 episodes of victimization, of which 3
correspond to confinements; 1 to a disappearance,
1 to an attack against indigenous infrastructure,
affecting the installation of the Association of
Cabildos and Traditional Authorities of the
Department of Arauca -ASCATIDAR-, in the
municipality of Saravena; 2 forced displacements,
including the displacement of 16 families (81
people) of the Jivi or Sikuani community from the
municipality of Pedro Camejo, Apure State
(Venezuela), who went to the municipality of Arauca
(Arauca) and 3 threats, including one against a
social leader, human rights defender and
indigenous governor of a community located in an
urban context in Puerto Carreño (Vichada). These
events, in aggregate, impacted 2,872 people - (See
Illustration 9).

32 Ombudsman's Office (2020). Early Warning 017.
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/017-20.pdf

31 Ombudsman's Office (2021). Early Warning 005.
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/005-21.pdf
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5. Central-eastern region

In the Central-eastern Region 87,23933 people
identify as indigenous, belonging to the 115
Indigenous groups in Colombia, in addition to
people from Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Mexico, Peru, Venezuela. Of the total population,
55% belong to the Pijao people, 3% to the Muisca,
9% to the U'Wa and 24% to other groups34 (See
Illustration 10).

Illustration 10. Indigenous groups  – Central-eastern region
(2018)

Source: DANE, Census, 2018.

The situation of the Indigenous Peoples living in this
macroregion, composed of the city of Bogotá D.C.
and the departments of Boyacá, Cundinamarca,
Norte de Santander, Santander and Tolima, includes
continuous violations of Human Rights, with special
emphasis on those derived from the implementation
of the Mining-Energy Locomotive, promoted by the
current Government, and the presence of a
significant number of illegal groups.

The Human Rights Observatory reported, for the
first quarter, a total of 8 victimization, including 3
events due to harassment, 1 for state absence, 2 for
abuse of authority and 2 for threats; which put the
indigenous population, country folk and other
civilians, mainly in the Catatumbo region, at
imminent risk of violation of their fundamental rights.

34 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

33 National Department of Statistics (2018). Ibid.

Together, these occurrences affected 944 people -
(See Illustration 11).

Illustration 11. Number of victims - Central-eastern region (IT-
2022)

Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC
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Some events

March

March 25: during the night, several farmers were
injured in the village of La Gabarra (Norte de
Santander), as a result of clashes between illegal
armed groups and the security forces.

March 26: clashes between illegal armed groups
and state forces took place near the House of
Self-Government of the Association of Traditional
Authorities of the Barí Natubaiyibari People,
municipality of Tibú (Norte de Santander).

March 21-23: clashes between illegal armed groups
and the security forces near the La Esperanza
military base, municipality of El Tarra (Norte de
Santander). In the vicinity of this military unit are
settled, since July 2019, some members (120
people, initially) of the Yukpa People, coming from
Venezuela. This multinational community moved
from their ancestral territory to El Tarra in search of
protection for their life and integrity.

Final considerations

This report seeks, through the analysis of the
macro-regional context, to identify the different
situations violating the human rights of Indigenous
Peoples and their territories. As such, arguments
are generated so that the National Indigenous
Organization of Colombia (ONIC), with the active
participation of the Indigenous Peoples Rights,
Human Rights and Peace Council, continues to
support the strengthening of the exercise of defense
and vindication of the rights of Indigenous Peoples,
as well as the reinforcement of the organizational
and political structure of ONIC's affiliate
organizations.

It is important to note that despite the fact that the
main objective of the Final Agreement (2016) is to
seek stable and lasting peace, together with the
guarantee of victims' rights to truth, justice,
reparation and non-repetition, its achievement is not
observed in the short term, due to the
reconfiguration of the internal armed conflict, with
the resulting increase of actions that undermine the
human rights of civil society, including Indigenous
Peoples. The emergence of new armed and

criminal structures that dispute the territories
previously controlled by the FARC-EP, as well as
the direction of production spaces, commercial
routes and income derived from drug trafficking.
Added to this is the interest of different actors, both
state and private, in the massive expansion of
natural resource extraction activities in the country.
All these facts have heightened the risk for the
Colombian population, especially those located in
rural areas.

Indigenous peoples and communities are going
through a humanitarian crisis that threatens their
lives, integrity, autonomy, cultural identity and
territory. The absence of an ethnic approach in the
implementation of humanitarian aid, collective
reparations and land restitution is evident.
Therefore, the presence of the Colombian state is
required in the most remote territories, adopting
actions with an ethnic approach to guarantee the
defense of life and human rights in the indigenous
territories.
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Annex

Table 1. Number of indigenous victims by department (IT-2022).

Department (*) Total victims

Amazonas 9

Antioquia 4

Arauca 1861

Cauca 658

Cesar 4

Chocó 4422

Guainía 200

Guaviare 180

Huila 4

La Guajira 324

Meta 3

Nariño 508

Norte de Santander 923

Putumayo 164

Tolima 21

Valle del Cauca 1564

Vichada 1009

N.A. 5

Total 11,863
*These figures may vary depending on the dynamics of armed violence and
verification of the facts.

Source: The Human Rights Observatory, ONIC
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